What is Corpus Linguistics and How can Corpora be Useful to Language
Teachers?

Michael Carroll

Some key vocabulary:

collocations: two lexical words (not grammatical words) which occur next
to each other

can be separated by an article (a, an, the) ; phrasal verbs count as
single lexical items

lexical chunks : meaningful phrases, groups of words that often go together
(can include grammatical words as well as lexical words)

as | was saying ; not only ... but also ; in point of fact

Some useful websites

Google: search for

SkelLL https://skell.sketchengine.co.uk

byu corpus https://www.english-corpora.org/

antconc http://www.lauren nthony.n ftware.html

sketch engine https://app.sketchengine.eu

pattern grammar birmingham https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/edacs/
departments/englishlanguage/research/projects/
patterngrammar/outputs.aspx
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Lexico-grammar or “grammaticalised lexis”

Words or grammar: which are most important?

1. Consider this paragraph:

At the end of the course you should be able to analyse written and
spoken texts in terms of their discourse structure and show how
writers and speakers create meanings through their choice of lexis
(words), and grammar (how they put the words together), and how
readers and listeners process those meanings. In addition, you should
be able to use a corpus for answering questions about language use,
and build your own corpus.

If we take out all the content words, like this ....

At the of the you should be to and in of their and how and through
their of, and (how they put the), and how and those. In addition, you
should be to a for about, and your own.

it has no meaning at all.

But if we take out the “grammatical” words and just leave the content
words, ...

end course able analyse written spoken texts terms discourse
structure show writers speakers create meanings choice lexis
(words) grammar, words together readers listeners process
meanings. able use corpus answering questions

language use build corpus

we can get at least a rough idea of what it’s about.

So many linguists now claim that lexical knowledge is much more
important than grammatical knowledge in understanding (and learning) a
language.
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Example exercise

From the corpus ....

® This is going to be a test like any other test, like, for example

e [fthere are any questions about how we're going to do it, please ask now.
¢ and I didn't receive any materials for the November meeting.

® and it probably won't make any difference. I mean, that's the next ....

® You can do it any way you want.

®* Do you want to ask any questions? make any comments?

® [ don't have any problem with that. I'm just saying

¢ if they make any changes, they would be minor changes.

¢ [ think we can use any kind of calculator we want.

® [seeitand it doesn't make any sense to me, but that’s OK.

Source: Corpus of Spoken Professional American English

What are the three main uses of “any” in order of frequency?
(questions, negatives, affirmatives, others?)

“any” 1:
“any” 2:
“any” 3:

(Krieger, 2003)

Powerpoint and handout:

http://tinyurl.com/y6ckf3xp

or at:
http://materials.stoptothink.org/

Click “Workshops for English Teachers”
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